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Application Form for 

Permission / Approval in 

respect of a Strategic 

Infrastructure Development 

1. 

Please specify the statutory 
provision under which your 
application is being made: 

Section 37(E) of the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000 (as amended) 

2. Applicant:

Name of Applicant: The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) 

Address: 2 Gateway 

East Wall Road 

Dublin 3 

D03 A995 

Telephone No: 01 703 7014 (Contact details for Helen O’Keeffe, 
see below) 

Email Address (if any): 
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3.   Where Applicant is a company (registered under the Companies 

Acts):  
 

Name(s) of company 

director(s):  

 

 

n/a 

For information: ESB is not registered under the 
Companies Acts. It is a statutory corporation set up 
under the Electricity Supply) Acts, 1927, as amended. 

Registered Address (of 

company)  

2 Gateway,  East Wall Road,  Dublin 3,  D03 A995 

 

Company Registration No. ESB does not have a company registration number as 
it is a statutory corporation 

Telephone No. 01 703 7014 

Email Address (if any) Helen.okeeffe@esbi.ie 

 
4. Person / Agent acting on behalf of the Applicant (if any):  
 

Name:  Helen O’Keeffe, Senior Planner [Agent] 

Address:  
 
 
 
 
 

ESB International  

One Dublin Airport Central 

Dublin Airport  

Cloghran 

Co. Dublin 

K67 XF72 

Telephone No. 01 703 7014 

Mobile No. (if any) n/a 

Email address (if any) helen.okeeffe@esbi.ie 
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Should all correspondence be sent to the above address? (Please tick 

appropriate box)  

(Please note that if the answer is “No”, all correspondence will be sent to 

the Applicant’s address)  

 

Yes:  [  ✓  ]    No:[    ] 

 

Contact Name and Contact Details (Phone number) for arranging entry on 

site if required / appropriate: 

Jim Murray, Manager, Midlands Stations 

ESB Generation & Wholesale Markets 

Tel. 087 969 0696 

Email: jim.murray@esb.ie 

 
5. Person responsible for preparation of Drawings and Plans:  
 

Name: 
 

Kieran McGrath, Civil and Structural Engineer 

Firm / Company: 
 

ESB International 

Address: 
 
 
 
 
 

One Dublin Airport Central 
Dublin Airport 
Cloghran 
Co. Dublin 
K67 XF72 

Telephone No: 
 

01 703 8203 

Mobile No: 
 

n/a 

Email Address (if any): 
 

Kieran.mcgrath@esbi.ie 

Details all plans / drawings submitted – title of drawings / plans, scale and 
no. of copies submitted. This can be submitted as a separate schedule with 
the application form.  
 
See attached schedule – Attachment 4 to this form.  
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6. Site:

Site Address / Location of 

the Proposed 

Development (as may 

best identify the land or 

structure in question) 

On two sites, located at: 

Site (1) The existing West Offaly Power station, 

Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly is located in the 

townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode N37 C840 

Site (2) The existing ash disposal facility is located 

in the townlands of Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, 

and Derrylahan, Co. Offaly 

Ordnance Survey Map 

Ref No. (and the Grid 

Reference where 

available) 

Site referred to above as (1): 

 OS Map references 3425A, 3425

 Grid co-ordinates: E-597307, N-724804

(ITM Projection)

Site referred to above as (2): 

 OS Map references 3363, 3426

 Grid co-ordinates: E-602928, N –727253

(ITM Projection)

Where available, please provide the application site boundary, as shown in 

the submitted plans / drawings, as an ESRI shapefile in the Irish Transverse 

Mercator (ITM IRENET95) co-ordinate reference system. Alternatively, a 

CAD file in .dwg format, with all geometry referenced to ITM, may be 

provided.  

See Attachment 6. 

Area of site to which the application relates in hectares Total 
application 
area = 94.7 
Ha 

(comprising: 
Site (1) 35.5 
Ha; & Site (2) 
59.2Ha)     

Site zoning in current Development 

Plan for the area: 

Sites referred to above as (1) and (2) 
are un-zoned in the Offaly County 
Development Plan, 2014 – 2020. 

Existing use of the site & proposed 

use of the site: 

Site referred to above as (1): permitted 
and established use as an electricity 
generation facility with associated 
ancillary development; and proposed 
that this primary use - and all ancillary 
uses, will continue. 

Site referred to above as (2): permitted 
and established use as an ash disposal 
facility with adjoining areas previously 
used for the commercial harvesting of 
turf leaving cut-a-way bog; and 
proposed that this primary use will 
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continue and extend onto the adjacent 
bog. 

Name of the Planning Authority(s) in 

whose functional area the site is 

situated: 

Offaly County Council 
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7. Legal Interest of Applicant in respect of the site the subject of the 
application:  

 

Please tick appropriate box to 
show applicant’s legal interest 
in the land or structure:  

Owner  
 

✓ 

 

Occupier 

 

Other 

✓ 

 

 

Where legal interest is “Other”, please expand further on your interest in the 

land or structure.  

Lands at WOP Station are owned by ESB. Lands at the ADF sites owned by Bord 
na Móna are subject to a letter of consent (see Attachment 6 to this form). 

If you are not the legal owner, please state the name and address of the 
owner and supply a letter from the owner of consent to make the application 
as listed in the accompanying documentation. 

Bord na Móna Energy Limited, 
Main Street, 
Newbridge, 
Co. Kildare 

Does the applicant own or have a beneficial interest in adjoining, abutting or 
adjacent lands? If so, identify the lands and state the interest. 
No 

 
8. Site History: 
 

 
Details regarding site history (if known):  
 

Has the site in question ever, to your knowledge, been flooded?  
 

Yes:  [   ]     No: [✓  ]  

 
If yes, please give details e.g. year, extent:  
 
Are you aware of previous uses of the site e.g. dumping or quarrying?  
 

Yes:  [✓  ]    No:[     ]  

 
If yes, please give details: The WOP Station Site has an established history of 

use for electricity generation. A portion of the lands (to the north-west of the 
station) was historically used for the disposal of ash. The ADF is located on an 
area previously used for the commercial harvesting of peat. 
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Are you aware of any valid planning applications previously made in 
respect of this land / structure?  

Yes:  [ ✓  ]     No: [    ] 

If yes, please state planning register reference number(s) of same if known 
and details of applications 

Reg. Ref. No: Nature of Proposed 
Development 

Nature of Final Decision of 
Application Grant of 
Refusal by Planning 
Authority / An Bord 
Pleanála 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

91/274 

Office accommodation and 

conference room  

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

93/79 

100m flue and chimney Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

97/185 

Extension to existing office block Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

98/456 

Erection of roof over fuel handling 

plant 

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

99/224 

Retention of telecommunications 

mast 

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

00/648 

Replacement of transformers Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

01/187 (An 

Bord Pleanála  

Ref. 

PL19.125575) 

Development of a new peat-

fuelled power station and 

associated ash disposal facility 

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

01/1199 

110 kV Station Control Building Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

02/900  

Site services (foul water treatment 

and disposal) 

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

02/921 

Extension to existing 220 kV relay Grant of permission with 

conditions 
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Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

03/137 

Site services (foul water treatment 

and disposal) 

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

04/507 

Extension to pump-house Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

04/1000 

Modifications of extension to 

pump-house 

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

Offaly Co. Co. 

Reg. Ref. 

012/54  

Alterations to Shannonbridge 

110/220 kV electricity 

transmission station  

Grant of permission with 

conditions 

If a valid planning application has been made in respect of this land or 
structure in the 6 months prior to the submission of this application, then 
any required site notice must be on a yellow background in accordance with 
Article 19(4) of the Planning and Development regulations 2001 as 
amended.  

Is the site of the proposal subject to a current appeal to An Bord 
Pleanála in respect of a similar development? 

Yes:  [   ]  No:[ ✓ ] 

If yes please specify 

An Bord Pleanála Reference No.: ___________________________ 
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9. Description of the Proposed Development:

Brief description of 
nature and extent of 
development 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate 

as a peat-fuelled electricity generating station under Offaly 

Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical 

rating of 150 megawatts and contains a number of 

structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of 

c. 27,073 sq.m. These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. 

generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), 

workshops and stores, control and administration buildings, 

cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; 

miscellaneous plant and equipment including water 

treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities 

and handling plant (including elevated / overhead 

conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, 

areas of hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is 

accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which the ash from 

the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to 

accommodate up to 825,000 tonnes of dry ash in 

engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the 

permitted activities on both the WOP Station and ADF sites 

are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 

2020. 

The proposed development will enable the continued 

operation of WOP Station and the associated ADF; and the 

phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by 

peat, to biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing

generating station and the associated ADF beyond

the previously permitted date of 31st December

2020, including the continued use of all structures,

plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary treatments

and access ways on the existing sites - comprising

structures with a combined gross floor area of

c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on

the 35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing 

development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, a c. 

84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon 

(4,200 cubic metre capacity)) and other 

infrastructure associated with the existing 

operational landfill (c.128,780 sq.m. in area) located 

on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-

firing to firing exclusively on renewable biomass –
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the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste 

materials such as non-pelleted woody biomass; 

products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and 

manufactured wood pellets.  It is anticipated that 

from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted 

by that date) WOP Station will be fuelled by reducing 

volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide 

emissions. By the end of 2027, the station will be 

fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling

facilities on the WOP Station site to facilitate the

change in fuel type – including the development of

two biomass storage slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c.

6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and

3.6 m high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake

building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet storage silo

(c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity,

maximum height 14.7m); and the re-organisation of

surface storage, circulation and car parking areas –

including new internal fencing and access gates,

and associated development works within the WOP

Station site;

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c.

929,200 cubic metres over an area of c. 173,130

sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the

disposal of an additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash

from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary

development on that site including a new leachate

lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, storage

capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated

boundary treatment.

10. In the case of mixed development (e.g. residential, commercial,
industrial, etc), please provide breakdown of the different classes
of development and a breakdown of the gross floor area of each
class of development:

Class of Development: Gross Floor Area in m² 
Industrial development 

(associated with generation of 

electricity and ancillary uses) 

10,344 sq.m. of new development on a 35.5 Ha site – 

with continued use of existing structures (gross floor 

area c. 27,073 sq.m.) and all existing development on 

that site. 

Development relating to the 

disposal of waste (ash) 

176,711 sq.m. of new development (landfill area plus 

new fenced leachate lagoon) on a 59.2 Ha site – with 

continued use of existing structures (gross floor area of 

buildings c.43 sq.m, c.84 sq.m. existing wash slab and 

1491 sq.m. leachate lagoon) 
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11.  Where the application relates to a building or buildings: 
 

Gross floor space of any existing 
buildings(s) in m2 

Site (1) 27,073 sq.m.  
Site (2) 43.1 sq.m. 

Gross floor space of proposed 
works in m2 
 

Site (1) 10,344 sq.m. of new development 
Site (2) 176,711 sq.m. 

Gross floor space of work to be 
retained in m2 (if appropriate) 

n/a 

Gross floor space of any demolition 
in m2 (if appropriate) 

n/a 

 
  
12.  In the case of residential development please provide breakdown of 
       residential mix: n/a 
 

Number  
of  

Studio  1  
Bed  

2  
Bed  

3  
Bed  

4 
Bed  

4 + 
Bed  

    Total  

Houses  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Apartment
s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Number of car-parking 
spaces to be provided  

Existing:  Proposed:  Total:  

 
 
13. Social Housing: n/a 
 

Please tick appropriate box:  Yes  No  

Is the application an application for permission 
for development to which Part V of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 applies? 

 

 

 

 

 

✓ 

 

If the answer to the above question is “yes” and the development is not 

exempt (see below), you must provide, as part of your application, details as 

to how you propose to comply with section 96 of Part V of the Act. 

If the answer to the above question is “yes” but you consider the development 
to be exempt by virtue of section 97 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, a copy of the Certificate of Exemption under section 97 must be 
submitted (or, where an application for a certificate of exemption has been 
made but has not yet been decided, a copy of the application should be 
submitted).  
 
If the answer to the above question is “no” by virtue of section 96 (13) of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000, details indicating the basis on which 
section 96 (13) is considered to apply to the development should be 
submitted.  
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14. Where the application refers to a material change of use of any
land or structure or the retention of such a material change of
use:

Existing use (or previous use where retention permission is sought) 

Site (1) – Industrial facility for the purposes of energy generation 

Site (2) - Waste (ash) disposal site and area of cutaway bog previously in use for 
the harvesting of peat 

Proposed use (or use it is proposed to retain) 

Site (1) No proposed change of use. 

Site (2) – an extension to the existing ADF – to be used for the disposal of ash, will 
be located on a cut-away-bog previously used for the commercial harvesting of 
peat. 
Nature and extent of any such proposed use (or use it is proposed to 
retain). 

Site (1) – proposed to continue use as an industrial facility for the purposes of 
energy generation 

Site (2) – proposed to continue use as a dedicated waste (ash) disposal site 
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15. Development Details:

Please tick appropriate 
box:  

If answer is yes please 
give details 

YES NO  

Does the proposed development involve the demolition 
of a Protected Structure(s), in whole or in part? 

✓ 

Does the proposed development consist of work to a 
protected structure and / or its curtilage or proposed 
protected structure and / or its curtilage? 

✓ 

Does the proposed development consist of work to the 
exterior of a structure which is located within an 
architectural conservation area (ACA)? 

✓ 

Does the application relate to development which 
affects or is close to a monument or place recorded 
under section 12 of the National Monuments 
(Amendment) Act, 1994. 

✓ 

Does the application relate to work within or close to a 
European Site or a Natural Heritage Area? 

✓ 

Does the development require the preparation of a 
Natura Impact Statement? 

✓ 

Does the proposed development require the preparation 
of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report? 

✓ 

Do you consider that the proposed development is likely 
to have significant effects on the environment in a 
transboundary state? 

✓ 

Does the application relate to a development which 
comprises or is for the purpose of an activity requiring 
an integrated pollution prevention and control license 

✓ 

Does the application relate to a development which 
comprises or is for the purpose of an activity requiring a 
waste license?  

✓ 

Do the Major Accident Regulations apply to the 
proposed development? 

✓ 

Does the application relate to a development in a 
Strategic Development Zone? 

✓ 

Does the proposed development involve the demolition 
of any habitable house? 

✓ 
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16. Services:

Proposed Source of Water Supply: 

Existing connection: [✓ ] New Connection: [ ] 

Public Mains: [ ] Group Water Scheme: [ ] Private Well:[ ] 

Other (please specify): 

____________________________________________________ 

Name of Group Water Scheme (where applicable): 

______________________________________________________ 

Proposed Wastewater Management / Treatment: 

Existing: [✓ ] New:[ ] 

Public Sewer: [ ] Conventional septic tank system: [ ] 

Other on site treatment system: [ ] Please Specify: 

___________________________________________ 

Proposed Surface Water Disposal: 

Public Sewer / Drain:[ ] Soakpit:[ ] 

Watercourse: [ ] Other: [✓ ] Please specify: discharge to existing WOP Station 

site services, and to the River Shannon.  
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17. Notices:

Details of public newspaper notice – paper(s) and date of publication 

Irish Independent – published Thursday 22nd November 2018 
Tullamore and Midlands Tribune – published Thursday 22nd November 
2018 Offaly Independent - published 24thNovember 2018 

Copy of page(s) of relevant newspaper enclosed Yes: [ ✓  ]   No:[  ] – see 

Attachment 8 

Details of site notice, if any, - location and date of erection 

In total 7 No. detailed site notices have been erected on the relevant lands.  The location 
of these notices is shown on the submitted planning application drawings – refer to QS-
000206-01-D460-007 and QS-000206-01-D460-100. 

Copy of site notice enclosed Yes: [✓ ]  No:[  ] – see Attachment 7 

Details of other forms of public notification, if appropriate e.g. website 

See Attachment 10 

18. Pre-application Consultation:

Date(s) of statutory pre-application consultations with An Bord Pleanála 

Schedule of any other pre application consultations –name of person / body 
and date of consultation to be provided as appropriate and also details of 
any general public consultations i.e. methods, dates, venues etc. This can be 
submitted as a separate schedule with the application form.  

Enclosed: See Attachment 10 and details set out in Section 2.4 of the attached Planning 

Report and Section 1.7.3 of the EIAR. 

Yes:  [ ✓  ]  No:[    ] 

Schedule of prescribed bodies to whom notification of the making of the 
application has been sent and a sample copy of such notification. 

Enclosed: See Attachments 9 and 10 

Yes:  [ ✓  ]  No:[    ] 
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19. Confirmation Notice:

Copy of Confirmation Notice 

Attach a copy of the confirmation notice in relation to the EIA Portal where an 

EIAR accompanies the application. See Attachment 3. 

20. Application Fee:

Fee Payable 

€100,000 – cheque attached 

I hereby declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information 
given in this form is correct and accurate and that the application documents 
being deposited at the planning authority offices, and any other location 
specified by the Board in pre application consultations, including a website (if 
any) will be identical to the application documents being deposited with the 
Board. 

Signed: 
(Applicant or Agent as 
appropriate) 

Helen O’Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB International (Agent) 

Date: 23rd November 2018 

General Guidance Note: 

The range and format of material required to be compiled / submitted with any 
application in respect of a proposed strategic infrastructure development shall 
generally accord with the requirements for a planning application as set out in the 
Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 to 2018 and those Regulations should 
therefore be consulted prior to submission of any application.  

September 2018 
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Attachments to Planning Application Form: 

Proposed Development by ESB at WOP Station, Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly 

and associated development in the Townlands of Clonfinlough, Clondelara, 

Leitra and Derrylahan 

Attachment 1 - Planning Application fee - €100,000 

Attachment 2 - Determination from An Bord Pleanála in relation to SID Status of the Proposed 

Development ABP, Ref. PL19.300774 

Attachment 3 - EIAR Portal: Receipt of Submission 

Attachment 4 - Schedule of Documents Accompanying this Application 

Attachment 5 – ESBI Shapefile Information (Ref. Question 6, Application Form) 

Attachment 6 - Letters of Consent 

Attachment 7 - Copy of Public Notices – Site Notice 

Attachment 8 - Copies of Public Notices – Newspapers 

Attachment 9 - Prescribed Bodies notified of the application and dates of notification, Sample 

Notice and Cover Letter to Offaly County Council 

Attachment 10 - Details in relation to other public notices or public consultations 
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Attachment 1 –  

Planning Application fee - €100,000 

(Note: Account and signatory details redacted) 
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Attachment 2 –  

Determination from An Bord Pleanála in relation to SID Status of the Proposed 

Development, ABP Ref. PL19.300774 
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Attachment 3 – 

EIAR Portal: Receipt of Submission 



1

O'Keeffe. Helen (ESBI)

From: EIAportal <EIAportal@housing.gov.ie>
Sent: 22 November 2018 12:35
To: O'Keeffe. Helen (ESBI)
Subject: EIA Portal Confirmation Notice Portal ID 2018065 Electricity Supply Board (ESB)

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of notification to the EIA Portal in respect of this proposed application. 

The information provided has been uploaded to the EIA Portal on 22nd November 2018 under EIA Portal ID number 
2018065 and is available to view at 
http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1 . 

Portal ID: 2018065 
Competent Authority: An Bord Pleanála 
Applicant Name: Electricity Supply Board (ESB) 
Location: West Offaly Power Station, Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, N37 C840; and at an 
existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of  Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, Co. 
Offaly 
Description: Continued operation of the existing West Offaly Power Station and associated ash disposal facility; 
phased transition of the station from firing on peat to biomass; and associated development of fuel handling and 
ash disposal facilities. 
Linear Development: No 
Date Uploaded to Portal: 22 November 2018 

Kind Regards 

Aisling Holohan

Planning Policy section, Planning, Housing Market Policy and Land Management Division 

_____

An Roinn Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government

Teach an Chustaim, Baile Átha Cliath 1. D01 W6X0
Custom House, Custom House Quay, Dublin D01 W6X0
_____

T (+353) 1 8882873

www.tithiocht.gov.ie   www.housing.gov.ie

********************************************************************** 
Is faoi rún agus chun úsáide an té nó an aonán atá luaite leis, a sheoltar an ríomhphost seo agus aon comhad 
atá nasctha leis. Má bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí earráid, déan teagmháil le bhainisteoir an chórais. 

Deimhnítear leis an bhfo-nóta seo freisin go bhfuil an teachtaireacht ríomhphoist seo scuabtha le bogearraí 
frithvíorais chun víorais ríomhaire a aimsiú. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system 
manager. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept by anti-virus software for the presence 
of computer viruses. 
********************************************************************** 
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Attachment 4 –  

Schedule of Documents Accompanying this Application 

An Bord Pleanála have been provided with 3 No. hard copies of all documents and 7 No. CDs 

containing PDF versions of all of the following documents: 

Planning Documents 

 Volume 1 of 2: Cover Letter, Application Form and Attachments, Planning Report,

Natura Impact Statement

 Volume 2 of 2: Schedule of Maps and Drawings; Maps and Drawings.

Note: Copies provided to An Bord Pleanála and Offaly County Council include a bound A3 

copy of Volume 2 (1 No. copy and 2 No. copies respectively). These drawings are not 

printed to scale but are provided for ease of review and inspection. 

Environmental Documents 

 Volume 1 of 3 - Non-Technical Summary

 Volume 2 of 3 - Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Main Report

 Volume 3 of 3 - EIAR Appendices

Schedule of Maps and Drawings Submitted 

Due to the large scale of the subject development sites, drawings are produced at the most 

relevant scales.  Provision is made under the Regulations where an Applicant may agree 

alternative scales for drawings with the Planning Authority, prior to the submission of the 

application.  ESB have, in advance of making this application, advised the Board of the 

following deviations from the typical drawing scales: 

 Site Location Map – the standard requirement is for a site location map not less than

1:1000 in a built-up area and 1:2500 in all other areas.

For ease of inspection – whereby both sites can be seen relative to each other, a

‘Strategic Site Location Map, is provided (Drawing QS-000206-01-D460-006) at

1:20,000.  This shows both of the application sites and also the locations of the site

notices.

For each of the sites – referred to on this form as Site (1) and Site (2), separate site

location maps are provided as the most relevant scales.  Site (1) – the WOP Station

Site, is shown at 1:2,500 (see Drawing QS-000206-01-D460-007).  Site (2) - the ADF

Site, is shown at 1:5,000 (see Drawing QS-000206-01-D460-100).

 Site or Layout Plans – The planning pack comprises drawings of existing and

proposed structures.  Given the large-scale of many of the buildings, these are shown

at the most relevant scales.  Typically the requirement to provide plans at 1:500 is

complied with.  For details at roof level, these are shown on the relevant site plans at

1:200.
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 Plans, Elevations and Sections – Drawings of existing buildings are provided at the

standard 1:200 drawing scale. It is noted for that sections through the Biomass Storage

Slab are at specified horizontal (1:1000) and vertical (1:50) scales.

In all cases the Application is willing, if directed the Board to provide drawings at specified 

scales. 

Drawing Schedule 

Note: drawings are intentionally ordered out of numeric sequence for ease of reference and 

review. 

Drawing No. Drawing Title Scale 

QS-000206-01-D460-006 Strategic Site Location Map 1:20,000 

WOP Station Drawings (Site Location, Plans, Sections and Elevations) 

QS-000206-01-D460-007 Existing WOP Station Site Location Map 1:2500 Scale 1:2,500 

QS-000206-01-D460-008 Proposed WOP Station Site Location Map 1:2500 Scale 1:2,500 

QS-000206-01-D460-077 Land Ownership Map 1:2,500 

QS-000206-01-D460-009 Existing Site Location and Layout Plan 1:1000 sheet 1 of 

3 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-010 Existing Site Location and Layout Plan 1:1000 sheet 2 of 

3 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-011 Existing Site Location and Layout Plan 1:1000 sheet 3 of 

3 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-012 Proposed Site Location and Layout Plan - 1:1000 sheet 1 

of 3 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-013 Proposed Site Location and Layout Plan - 1:1000 sheet 2 

of 3 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-014 Proposed Site Location and Layout Plan - 1:1000 sheet 3 

of 3 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-015 WOP Existing Layout 1:500 sheet 1 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-016 WOP Existing Layout 1:500 sheet 2 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-017 WOP Existing  Layout 1:500 sheet 3 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-018 WOP Existing  Layout 1:500 sheet 4 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-019 WOP Existing Layout 1:500 sheet 5 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-020 WOP Existing Layout 1:500 sheet 6 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-021 WOP Existing Layout 1:500 sheet 7 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-022 WOP Existing Layout 1:500 sheet 8 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-025 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 1 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-026 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 2 of 8 1:500 
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QS-000206-01-D460-027 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 3 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-028 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 4 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-029 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 5 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-030 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 6 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-031 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 7 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-032 WOP Layout Existing & Proposed 1:500 sheet 8 of 8 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-023 Pellet Silo, Pellet Intake Building and Biomass Slab A - 

Existing Layout Plan 

1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-033 Pellet Silo, Pellet Intake Building and Storage Slab A - 

Proposed Layout Plan Showing plan at roof level 

1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-037 Biomass Storage Slab A- Proposed Drainage Layout Plan 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-038 Biomass Storage Slab A- Proposed Lighting Layout Plan 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-068 Pellet Intake Building and Pellet Silo - Plans, Elevations 

and Sections  

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-069 Proposed Biomass Storage Slab A - Contextual 

Elevations 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-070 Proposed Biomass Storage Slab A - Sections 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-024 Biomass Storage Slab B - Existing Layout Plan 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-034 Biomass Storage Slab B - Proposed Layout Plan 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-035 Biomass Storage Slab B - Proposed Drainage Layout 

Plan 

1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-036 Biomass Storage Slab B - Lighting Layout Plan 1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-071 Storage Slab B - Biomass Stockpile Elevations 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-072 Storage Slab B - Section and Construction Details 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-073 Settlement Tank - Typical Details 1:25 

QS-000206-01-D460-074 Pumping Station - Biomass Slab B Typical Details 1:25 

QS-000206-01-D460-075 Biomass Storage Slab B - Proposed Pipe Sections As shown 

QS-000206-01-D460-076 Manhole and Silt Trap - Typical Details 1:25 

QS-000206-01-D460-039 Pellet Silo Intake and Biomass Storage Slab A and  B - 

Vehicle Turning Paths 

1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-040 Existing Intermediate Peat Storage Building Floor Plan 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-041 Existing Intermediate Peat Storage Building Sections 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-042 Existing Intermediate Peat Storage Building Elevations 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-043 Existing Screening Building Floor Plan 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-044 Existing Screening Building Sections 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-045 Existing Screening Building Elevations 1:200 
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QS-000206-01-D460-046 Existing Rail Tippler Building  and Existing Lorry 

Unloading Floor Plans at Levels 36.32m, 32.370m, 

27.770m 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-047 Existing Rail Tippler Building and Existing Lorry Unloading 

Floor Plans at Levels 40.42m & 44.150m 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-048 Existing Rail Tippler Building and Existing Lorry Unloading 

Building Sections 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-049 Existing Rail Tippler Building and Existing Lorry Unloading 

Elevations 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-050 Existing Water Treatment Plant Building, Floor Plan, 

Sections and Elevations 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-051 Existing Peat Lab / Offices Building Floor Plan and 

Sections 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-052 Existing Lab / Offices Building Elevations 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-053 Existing Maintenance Building Floor Plan and Sections 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-054 Existing Maintenance Building  Elevations 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-055 Existing Locomotive Services Building Floor Plan and 

Sections 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-056 Existing Locomotive Services Building Floor Plan 

Elevations 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-057 Existing Oil Pump House Plan, Elevations and Sections 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-067 Existing Settlement Basin Plan and Elevation Photos 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-079 Existing & Proposed Boundary & Entrance Treatments 1:50 

QS-000206-01-D460-080 Existing Bottom Ash Silo Plan & Elevations 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-082 Proposed Gates & Fences 1:50 

QS-000206-01-D460-061 Existing Main Power station North Elevation 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-062 Existing Main Power station South Elevation 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-063 Existing Main Power station East Elevation 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-064 Existing Main Power station West Elevation 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-065 Existing Main Power station Building Section A-A 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-066 Existing Main Power station Building Section B-B 1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-058 Existing Main Power station Building Plan Level at 

+36.750m 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-059 Existing Main Power station Building Plan Level at 

+42.750m 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-060 Existing Main Power station Building Plan Level at 

+45.500m 

1:200 
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QS-000206-01-D460-078 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+48.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-083 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+56.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-084 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+60.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-094 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+65.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-095 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+71.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-096 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+77.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-097 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+81.750 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-098 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+88.163 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-099 Existing Main Power Station Building Plan at Level 

+90.580 

1:200 

QS-000206-01-D460-117 Existing Main Power Station Building Main Stairs 

Landings Plan from  +39.766 to 74.750m 

1:50 

ADF Drawings (Site Location, Plans, Sections and Elevations) 

QS-000206-01-D460-100 Existing Site Location Map (1:5,000 scale) at 

Clonfinlough, Derrylahan, Leitra and Clondelara 

1:5,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-101 Proposed Site Location Map (1:5,000 scale) at 

Clonfinlough, Derrylahan, Leitra and Clondelara 

1:5,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-102 Existing Site Layout Plan (1:2,500 scale) at Clonfinlough, 

Derrylahan, Leitra and Clondelara 

1:2,500 

QS-000206-01-D460-103 Proposed Site  Layout Plan (1:2,500 scale) at 

Clonfinlough, Derrylahan, Leitra and Clondelara 

1:2,500 

QS-000206-01-D460-104 Proposed Site Layout (1:1,000 scale) Sheet 1 of 4 1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-105 Proposed Site Layout (1:1,000 scale) Sheet 2 of 4 1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-106 Proposed Site Layout (1:1,000 scale) Sheet 3 of 4 1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-107 Proposed Site Layout (1:1,000 scale) Sheet 4 of 4 1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-108 Existing Access Track, Layout Plan Sheet 1 of 2 1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-109 Existing Access Track, Layout Plan Sheet 2 of 2 1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-110 Layout Details: Lagoons & Site Buildings (Plans & 

Sections) 

1:200, 

1:1,000 

QS-000206-01-D460-111 Drainage Schematic Sheet 1 of 2 1:1000 

QS-000206-01-D460-112 Drainage Schematic Sheet 2 of 2 1:1000 
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QS-000206-01-D460-113 Proposed Cell Section A-A 1:200, 

1:500 

QS-000206-01-D460-114 Typical Construction Details 1:50, 

1:100 

QS-000206-01-D460-115 Site Welfare and Storage Buildings 1:100 
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Attachment 5 – 

ESBI Shapefile Information (Ref. Question 6, Application Form 

As per Question 6 of the Planning Application Form, the required information – namely the 

boundaries of the WOP Station Site & the ADF.is provided as an ESRI shapefile in Irish 

Transverse Mercator (ITM IRENET95).   

These files are saved on the attached CD in the folder entitled ‘WOP Transition to Biomass - 

ESRI Shape Files’. 
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Attachment 6 –  

Letter of Consent 
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Attachment 7 –  

Copy of Public Notices – Site Notice 



SITE NOTICE 

Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended 

NOTICE OF DIRECT PLANNING APPLICATION TO AN BORD PLEANÁLA 

IN RESPECT OF A STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

County Offaly 

In accordance with Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, the Electricity Supply Board (ESB) gives notice of its 

intention to make an application for permission to An Bord Pleanála in relation to proposed development at the existing electricity generating 

station – known as West Offaly Power (WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode N37 C840; and 

at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of  Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 

/ An Bord Pleanála Ref. PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains a number of structures 

and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam 

turbine, electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and administration buildings, cooling water system, 

minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical plant 

including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site 

access ways, yards, areas of hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which the ash from the WOP 

Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a 

dedicated access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP Station and ADF sites are required to 

cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP 

Station from being fuelled by peat, to biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of

31st December 2020, including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary treatments and access ways on

the existing sites - comprising structures with a combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 35.5

Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate

lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 sq.m. in area)

located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site;

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a

range of non-waste materials such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues from energy crops

and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by

that date) WOP Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, with an associated reduction in

carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass;

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to facilitate the change in fuel type – including the

development of two biomass storage slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m high

respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity,

maximum height 14.7m); and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – including new internal fencing

and access gates, and associated development works within the WOP Station site;

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF,

to facilitate the disposal of an additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary development on that

site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary

treatment.

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and 

Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura Impact 

Statement (NIS).  

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) 

Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed development will require a review of that IE licence.  

The planning application, EIAR and NIS may be inspected free of charge, or purchased on payment of the specified fee (which fee shall not 

exceed the reasonable cost of making such copy) during public opening hours, for a period of seven weeks commencing on Monday 3rd 

December 2018 at the following locations: 

 The Offices of An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, D01V902,

 The Offices of Offaly County Council, Áras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, R35 F893; and

 The Offices of Offaly County Council – Edenderry Municipal District Offices, Edenderry Town Hall, Edenderry, Co. Offaly, R45 K766.

The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of 

Housing, Planning and Local Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, D01V902, during the above-

mentioned period of seven weeks, relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and

iii. the likely effects on a European site,

if the proposed development is carried out. 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


Any submissions / observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed bodies) and must be received by the Board 

not later than 5.30p.m. on Friday 1st February 2019.  Such submissions must also include the following information:  

i. the name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting on his or her behalf, if any, and the address

to which any correspondence relating to the application should be sent,

ii. the subject matter of the submission or observation, and

iii. the reasons, considerations and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in full.

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be considered by the Board.  It is at the absolute 

discretion of the Board whether to hold an oral hearing on the case. 

The Board may in respect of an application for permission decide to – 

(a) (i) approve the proposed development, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its approval and approve the proposed development as so 

modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the  proposed development (with or without specified modifications of the foregoing kind), 

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to approve the proposed development. 

A person may question the validity of any such decision of the Board by way of an application for judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rule of 

the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended), in accordance with Section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended. 

Practical information on the review mechanism can be accessed on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie under the heading ‘Information on 

Cases / Weekly Lists’ – see ‘Judicial Review of Planning Decisions’ notice, or on the Citizens Information Service website 

www.citizensinformation.ie.   

Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Strategic Infrastructure Section of An Bord Pleanála (Telephone: 01 

8588100). 

Signed: 

Helen O’Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB International, One Dublin Airport Central, Dublin Airport, Cloghran, Co. Dublin, K67 XF72 

(Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB) 

Date: 23rd November 2018 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
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Attachment 8 –  

Copies of Public Notices – Newspapers 

 Irish Independent – 22nd November 2018

 Tullamore and Midlands Tribune – 22nd November 2018

 Offaly Independent – 24th November 2018
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Attachment 9 - 

Bodies notified of the application, dates of notification, Sample Notice; Cover 

Letter to Offaly County Council  

Table 9.1 Prescribed Bodies to whom the Applicant was directed to provide 
documents – as per correspondence received from An Bord Pleanála  

Contact Details Information Provided Details  of 
Notification 

1 The Minister for Housing, 
Planning and Local 
Government 
Custom House 
Dublin 1 
D01 W6XO 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

2 The Minister for 
Communications, Climate 
Action and the Environment 
29-31 Adelaide Road 
Dublin 2 
D02 X285 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

3 The Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
23 Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
D02 TD30 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

4 The Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine 
Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
D02 WK12 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

5 The Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport  
Leeson Lane 
Dublin 2 
D02 TR60 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

6 Environmental Protection 
Agency 
PO Box 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Wexford 
Y35 W821 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

7 National Transport Agency 
Dún Scéine 
Harcourt Lane 
Dublin 2 
D02 WT20 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

8 Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland 
Parkgate Business Centre 
Parkgate Street 
Dublin 8 
D08 DK10 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post
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9 The Eastern and Midland 
Regional Assembly 
3rd Floor North 
Ballymun Civic Centre 
Main Street 
Ballymun 
Dublin 9 
D09 C8P5 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

10 Offaly County Council 
Áras an Chontae 
Charleville Road 
Tullamore 
County Offaly 
R35 F893 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

11 Roscommon County Council 
Áras an Chontae 
Roscommon 
County Roscommon 
F42 VR98 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

12 Galway County Council  
Áras an Chontae 
Prospect Hill 
Galway 
H91 H6KX 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

13 Inland Fisheries Ireland 
3044 Lake Drive 
Citywest Business Campus,  
Dublin 24 
D24 Y265 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

14 Irish Water 
Colvill House 
24-26 Talbot Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 NP86 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

15 Waterways Ireland 
2 Sligo Road 
Enniskillen 
Co. Fermanagh 
BT74 7JY 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

16 Iarnród Éireann 
Iarnród Éireann HQ 
Connolly Station 
Amien Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 V6V6 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

17 The Health and Safety 
Authority 
The Metropolitan Building 
James Joyce Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 K0Y8 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

18 Health Service Executive 
FAO Jim Curran, Head of 
Estates, 
Sir Patrick Dunne’s Hospital, 
Grand Canal Street Lower, 
Dublin 2 
 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 
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19 An Taisce, The National Trust 
for Ireland 
Tailors' Hall 
Back Lane 
Dublin 
D08 X2A3 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

20 An Chomhairle Ealaíon 
70 Merrion Square South 
Dublin 2  
D02 NY52 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

21 Fáilte Ireland 
Áras Fáilte 
88 – 95 Amiens Street 
D01 WR86 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

22 The Heritage Council 
Áras na Hoidhreachta 
Church Lane 
Kilkenny 
R95 X264 

 Cover letter 

 1 No. CD containing electronic 
copies of all documents 

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all 
documents 

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post 

 

Copies of the notices issued to Prescribed Bodies and Offaly County Council are attached. 

  

 

  



Ms. Anna Marie Delaney, Chief Executive,

Offaly County Council

Áras an Chontae

Charleville Road

Tullamore

County Offaly

R35 F893

23rd November 2018

Re: Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments

A Chara,

Please note the particular requirements of An Bord Pleanála that the enclosed application

documents will be available for public inspection / purchase from Monday 3rd December 2018

until Friday 1st February 2019  (inclusive) at two offices of Offaly County Council – that at

Aras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly and that at Edenderry Town Hall,

Edenderry, Co. Offaly.

The public notices setting out the relevant period and locations for public display are attached

for your attention.

These notices contains standard information setting out the deadline for submissions by third

parties, Prescribed Bodies and other bodies to whom this application has been provided. It is

noted that the dates for submission of Offaly County Council differ from those of other Bodies,

with the Report of the Planning Authority due within ten weeks of this application being

made.

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power
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(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m. 

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020,

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings,

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity))

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site;

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass,

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass;

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage
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slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request. 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission. 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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iii. the likely effects on a European site,

if the proposed development is carried out.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Is mise le meas,

Helen O’Keeffe, 

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation, public notices



SITE NOTICE 

Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended 

NOTICE OF DIRECT PLANNING APPLICATION TO AN BORD PLEANÁLA 

IN RESPECT OF A STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

County Offaly 

In accordance with Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, the Electricity Supply Board (ESB) gives notice of its 

intention to make an application for permission to An Bord Pleanála in relation to proposed development at the existing electricity generating 

station – known as West Offaly Power (WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode N37 C840; and 

at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of  Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 

/ An Bord Pleanála Ref. PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains a number of structures 

and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam 

turbine, electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and administration buildings, cooling water system, 

minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical plant 

including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site 

access ways, yards, areas of hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which the ash from the WOP 

Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a 

dedicated access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP Station and ADF sites are required to 

cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP 

Station from being fuelled by peat, to biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of

31st December 2020, including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary treatments and access ways on

the existing sites - comprising structures with a combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 35.5

Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate

lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 sq.m. in area)

located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site;

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a

range of non-waste materials such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues from energy crops

and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by

that date) WOP Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, with an associated reduction in

carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass;

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to facilitate the change in fuel type – including the

development of two biomass storage slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m high

respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity,

maximum height 14.7m); and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – including new internal fencing

and access gates, and associated development works within the WOP Station site;

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF,

to facilitate the disposal of an additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary development on that

site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary

treatment.

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and 

Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura Impact 

Statement (NIS).  

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) 

Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed development will require a review of that IE licence.  

The planning application, EIAR and NIS may be inspected free of charge, or purchased on payment of the specified fee (which fee shall not 

exceed the reasonable cost of making such copy) during public opening hours, for a period of seven weeks commencing on Monday 3rd 

December 2018 at the following locations: 

 The Offices of An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, D01V902,

 The Offices of Offaly County Council, Áras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, R35 F893; and

 The Offices of Offaly County Council – Edenderry Municipal District Offices, Edenderry Town Hall, Edenderry, Co. Offaly, R45 K766.

The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of 

Housing, Planning and Local Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, D01V902, during the above-

mentioned period of seven weeks, relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and

iii. the likely effects on a European site,

if the proposed development is carried out. 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


Any submissions / observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed bodies) and must be received by the Board 

not later than 5.30p.m. on Friday 1st February 2019.  Such submissions must also include the following information:  

i. the name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting on his or her behalf, if any, and the address

to which any correspondence relating to the application should be sent,

ii. the subject matter of the submission or observation, and

iii. the reasons, considerations and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in full.

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be considered by the Board.  It is at the absolute 

discretion of the Board whether to hold an oral hearing on the case. 

The Board may in respect of an application for permission decide to – 

(a) (i) approve the proposed development, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its approval and approve the proposed development as so 

modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the  proposed development (with or without specified modifications of the foregoing kind), 

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to approve the proposed development. 

A person may question the validity of any such decision of the Board by way of an application for judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rule of 

the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended), in accordance with Section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended. 

Practical information on the review mechanism can be accessed on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie under the heading ‘Information on 

Cases / Weekly Lists’ – see ‘Judicial Review of Planning Decisions’ notice, or on the Citizens Information Service website 

www.citizensinformation.ie.   

Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Strategic Infrastructure Section of An Bord Pleanála (Telephone: 01 

8588100). 

Signed: 

Helen O’Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB International, One Dublin Airport Central, Dublin Airport, Cloghran, Co. Dublin, K67 XF72 

(Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB) 

Date: 23rd November 2018 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/








The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 

Custom House 

Dublin 1 

D01 W6XO 

23rd November 2018 

Re: Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m. 

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

The Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment 

29-31 Adelaide Road 

Dublin 2 

D02 X285 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

The Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

23 Kildare Street 

Dublin 2 

D02 TD30 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

Agriculture House 

Kildare Street 

Dublin 2 

D02 WK12  

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport  

Leeson Lane 

Dublin 2 

D02 TR60 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 

PO Box 3000 

Johnstown Castle Estate 

Wexford 

Y35 W821 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

National Transport Agency 

Dún Scéine 

Harcourt Lane 

Dublin 2 

D02 WT20 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Parkgate Business Centre 

Parkgate Street 

Dublin 8 

D08 DK10 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly 

3rd Floor North 

Ballymun Civic Centre 

Main Street 

Ballymun 

Dublin 9 

D09 C8P5 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Roscommon County Council 

Áras an Chontae 

Roscommon 

County Roscommon 

F42 VR98 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 



 

2 
 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Galway County Council  

Áras an Chontae 

Prospect Hill 

Galway 

H91 H6KX 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

3044 Lake Drive 

Citywest Business Campus,  

Dublin 24 

D24 Y265 

 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

Irish Water 

Colvill House 

24-26 Talbot Street 

Dublin 1 

D01 NP86 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

Waterways Ireland 

2 Sligo Road 

Enniskillen 

Co. Fermanagh 

BT74 7JY 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

Iarnród Éireann 

Iarnród Éireann HQ 

Connolly Station 

Amien Street 

Dublin 1 

D01 V6V6 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

The Health and Safety Authority 

The Metropolitan Building 

James Joyce Street 

Dublin 1 

D01 K0Y8 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

Health Service Executive 

FAO Jim Curran, Head of Estates, 

Sir Patrick Dunne’s Hospital, 

Grand Canal Street Lower, Dublin 2 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

An Taisce, The National Trust for Ireland 

Tailors' Hall 

Back Lane 

Dublin 

D08 X2A3 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

An Chomhairle Ealaíon 

70 Merrion Square South 

Dublin 2  

D02 NY52 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 



 

2 

 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

3 

 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Fáilte Ireland 

Áras Fáilte 

88 – 95 Amiens Street 

D01 WR86 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

The Heritage Council 

Áras na Hoidhreachta 

Church Lane 

Kilkenny 

R95 X264 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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Attachment 10 –  

Details in relation to other public notices or public consultations 

10.1 Public Consultation 

As outlined in detail in the Planning Report (Planning Report, Para. 2.4) and the EIAR (EIAR, 

Para. 1.7.3), ESB have communicated details of the proposed development to the wider 

community by means of: 

 Briefings to members and officials of Offaly County Council

The Executive of Offaly County Council was briefed on the proposed project in December 

2017.  Local elected representatives to the Council (the Birr Municipal District Council) 

were briefed on the proposed project in January 2018. During the course of project design, 

periodic updates were provided to the Planning Authority.  The Council were given 

advance notice of the submission of the application prior to the publication of public 

notices.  

 A public meeting / information session
A public consultation meeting was held at the Parish Hall in Shannonbridge, County Offaly 

on the 21st February 2018. The event was advertised in the local newspapers (see EIAR, 

Chapter 1); on local radio; and through posters erected in the village. The event was timed 

to facilitate afternoon and evening attendance to maximise participation throughout the 

community. Information was provided through self-guided displays with representatives 

from the ESB and Bord na Móna on hand to answer queries and discuss the project.  The 

event was structured as informally as possible in order to facilitate meaningful engagement 

with individuals as well as any local groups who attended. 

The consultation meeting was well attended by members of the local community and local 

representatives.  The event was attended by RTÉ News and featured on the national 

media. 

The key issues raised related to: 

 Traffic and traffic management;

 Noise;

 Community gain and benefits; and

 The nature of the biomass fuel.

As a follow-up to this meeting, a number of submissions were received from members of 

the community.  These submissions have been considered by the ESB in the framing of 

this application. 

In order to facilitate consideration of this application by the wider community, ESB 

confirmed with Offaly County Council that the application documentation could be viewed 

at the offices of Edenderry Municipal District as well as the main Council offices in 

Tullamore.  It was envisaged that this would facilitate most members of the local 

community.  
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 Appointment of a dedicated Community Liaison Officer who was established as
a local point of contact

In order to encourage and facilitate on-going community participation, the Applicant 

appointed a Community Liaison Officer (CLO) who is active in the local community. 

 Local leaflet drop setting out the proposal;  timeframe for lodgement of the
planning application and email address for receipt of queries;

The CLO co-ordinated the door-to-door delivery of a project newsletter to update the local 

community on the status of the project.   

10.2  Pre-Application Consultation with An Bord Pleanála 

As part of the formal planning process, the ESB engaged in pre-application discussions with 

An Bord Pleanála. This process informed various aspects of the project development including 

the duration of the initial co-firing period – which was minimised to ensure that the use of peat 

as a fuel was ceased at the earliest possible opportunity, in response to feedback received 

from the Board, while having regard to the socio-economic impacts of the transition and the 

overall viability of the project.   The consultation file associated with those discussions forms 

part of the public record. 

The determination of SID Status issued on completion of this process is attached – see 

Attachment 2.  

10.3  Public Notices 

In accordance, and in addition to, the requirements for public notices set out under the Act, 

ESB has notified the public of these applications by means of: 

 Site notices – in total 7 No. detailed site notices have been erected on the relevant

lands.  The location of these notices is shown on the submitted planning application

drawings – refer to Drawing QS-000206-01-D460-007 and Drawing QS-000206-01-

D460-100.

In electing to exceed the statutory requirements under the Regulations, ESB have

endeavoured to ensure that members of the public are aware of the proposed

development.  Site notices have been erected to ensure, insofar as possible, that these

notices will remain in place for the duration of the statutory timeframe.

A copy of the notices is included in Attachment 7.

 Newspaper notices – in total 3 No. detailed newspaper notices have been published

in a National Newspaper – the Irish Independent, and two regional newspapers – the

Tullamore and Midlands Tribune and the Offaly Independent.  Each of these

publications is approved by Offaly County Council as a newspaper circulating in the

area.  In again electing to exceed the statutory requirements under the Regulations,

ESB have endeavoured to ensure that members of the public are aware of the

proposed development.

A copy of the notices is included in Attachment 8.
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10.4  Project Website 

ESB have established a dedicated website compliant with the requirements of An Bord 

Pleanála with respect to the hosting of application documents.  That site is located at 

www.westoffalypower.ie.  The project is also registered on the EIA Portal at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/a.pps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecb

b206e7e5f84b71f1. 

10.5 Bodies to whom the Application has been Circulated 

In advance of this application being made, a range of advisory bodies were consulted. 

In February 2018 an EIA Screening and Scoping Request setting out the Applicant’s proposed 

approach to the scoping of the EIAR was circulated to consultees as part of an informal pre-

application consultation process.  This document was issued to nineteen consultees, namely: 

 An Taisce

 Birdwatch Ireland

 Offaly County Council (Environmental Section)

 Offaly County Council (Planning Section)

 Roscommon County Council (Environmental Section)

 Roscommon County Council (Planning Section)

 Galway County Council (Environmental Section)

 Galway County Council (Planning Section)

 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

 Bord na Móna

 Irish Water

 Fáilte Ireland

 Friends of the Irish Environment (FoIE)

 Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI)

 Irish Peatland Conservation Council

 National Monuments Service (NMS)

 National Parks & Wildlife Services (NPWS)

 Irish Raptor Study Group

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland.

The EIAR contains copies of the correspondence received in response to that request and a 

summary of the Applicant’s responses to the issues raised (see EIAR, Chapter 1).  

In order to maintain continuity through the consultative process, the following bodies were 

provided with a copy of the planning application in advance of its submission to An Bord 

Pleanála.  These bodies were consulted in addition to the 22 No. Prescribed Bodies specified 

by the Board – see Table 10.1 over.  

Copies of the notices issued are attached. 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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Table 10.1 Additional Bodies to whom the Applicant provided planning application 
documents  

Contact Details Information Provided Details  of 
Notification 

1 Birdwatch Ireland 
Unit 20, Block D  
Bullford Business Campus 
Kilcoole 
Greystones 
Co. Wicklow 
A63 RW83 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

2 Bord na Móna Plc. 
Main Street 
Newbridge  
Co.Kildare  
W12 XR59 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

3 Friends of the Irish 
Environment (FoIE) 
Kilcatherine 
Eyeries 
Co. Cork 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

4 Irish Peatland Conservation 
Council 
Bog of Allen Nature Centre 
Lullymore 
Rathangan 
Co. Kildare 
R51 V293 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

5 National Monuments Service 
(NMS) 
C/O Development 
Applications Unit  
Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
Newtown Road 
Wexford 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

6 National Parks & Wildlife 
Services (NPWS) 
C/O Development 
Applications Unit 
Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
Newtown Road 
Wexford 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post

7 Irish Raptor Study Group 
78 Gleann Alainn,  
Tully Allen,  
Drogheda, 
Co. Louth, 
A92 F5A2 

 Cover letter

 1 No. CD containing electronic
copies of all documents

 Invitation to seek hard copy of all
documents

23rd November 2018 
– by registered post



Birdwatch Ireland 

Unit 20, Block D  

Bullford Business Campus 

Kilcoole 

Greystones 

Co. Wicklow 

A63 RW83 

23rd November 2018 

Re: Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m. 

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

Bord na Móna Plc.  

Main Street 

Newbridge  

Co.Kildare  

W12 XR59 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

Friends of the Irish Environment (FoIE) 

Kilcatherine 

Eyeries 

Co. Cork 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 

 

The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 
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i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 



 

 

Irish Peatland Conservation Council 

Bog of Allen Nature Centre 

Lullymore 

Rathangan 

Co. Kildare 

R51 V293 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

National Monuments Service (NMS) 

C/O Development Applications Unit  

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

Newtown Road 

Wexford 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  



 

3 

 

An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


 

 

National Parks & Wildlife Services (NPWS) 

C/O Development Applications Unit 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

Newtown Road 

Wexford 

 

23rd November 2018 

 

Re:  Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments  

 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m.  

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request.   

 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission.  

 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,  

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and 

iii. the likely effects on a European site, 

if the proposed development is carried out. 

 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/


Irish Raptor Study Group 

78 Gleann Alainn 

Tully Allen  

Drogheda 

Co. Louth 

A92 F5A2 

23rd November 2018 

Re: Direct application to An Bord Pleanála in respect of an application for planning 

permission for a Strategic Infrastructure Development – namely the continued 

operation and transition of the existing West Offaly Power electricity generating 

station, at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly to biomass, and associated developments 

A Chara, 

ESB gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for 

development at the existing electricity generating station – known as West Offaly Power 

(WOP) Station located at Shannonbridge, Co. Offaly in the townland of Cloniffeen, Eircode 

N37 C840; and at an existing ash disposal facility (ADF) located in the townlands of 

Clonfinlough, Clondelara, Leitra, and Derrylahan, in County Offaly. 

WOP Station currently has planning permission to operate as a peat-fuelled electricity 

generating station under Offaly Co. Co. Reg. Ref. 01/187 / An Bord Pleanála Ref. 

PL19.125575. The Station has a nominal total electrical rating of 150 megawatts and contains 

a number of structures and buildings with a combined gross floor area of c. 27,073 sq.m. 

These include: a c. 20,165 sq.m. generating station [including a boiler, steam turbine, 

electrostatic precipitators, stack (max. height 80m), workshops and stores, control and 

administration buildings, cooling water system, minor ancillary buildings]; miscellaneous plant 

and equipment including water treatment facilities; oil and water storage facilities; electrical 

plant including transformers; peat and ash storage facilities and handling plant (including 

elevated / overhead conveyors); electrical switchgear, site access ways, yards, areas of 

hardstanding and site fencing.  WOP Station is accessed from the R357. The ADF - in which 

the ash from the WOP Station is landfilled, is currently permitted to accommodate up to 

825,000 tonnes of dry ash in engineered cells.  The ADF site is accessed by a dedicated 

access road.  Under the current planning permission, the permitted activities on both the WOP 

Station and ADF sites are required to cease on, or before, the 31st December 2020. 
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The proposed development will enable the continued operation of WOP Station and the 

associated ADF; and the phased transition of WOP Station from being fuelled by peat, to 

biomass.  The development will consist of: 

i. the continued and on-going operation of the existing generating station and the 

associated ADF beyond the previously permitted date of 31st December 2020, 

including the continued use of all structures, plant, hard-surfaced areas, boundary 

treatments and access ways on the existing sites - comprising structures with a 

combined gross floor area of c.27,073 sq.m. and other existing development on the 

35.5 Ha WOP Station site; and existing development (including c.43 sq.m. of buildings, 

a c. 84 sq.m. wash slab, a c.1,491 sq.m. leachate lagoon (4,200 cubic metre capacity)) 

and other infrastructure associated with the existing operational landfill (c.128,780 

sq.m. in area) located on the 59.2 Ha ADF site; 

ii. the phased transition of the WOP Station from peat-firing to firing exclusively on 

renewable biomass – the term ‘biomass’ describing a range of non-waste materials 

such as non-pelleted woody biomass; products, co-products, by-products and residues 

from energy crops and agricultural industries; and manufactured wood pellets.  It is 

anticipated that from early 2020 (subject to planning being granted by that date) WOP 

Station will be fuelled by reducing volumes of peat and increasing volumes of biomass, 

with an associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions. By the end of 2027, the 

station will be fuelled exclusively by biomass; 

iii. the development of fuel management and handling facilities on the WOP Station site to 

facilitate the change in fuel type – including the development of two biomass storage 

slabs (c. 3,924 sq.m. and c. 6,331 sq.m.) flanked by boundaries up to 5 m and 3.6 m 

high respectively; a 61 sq.m. pellet intake building (overall height 17.2m); a pellet 

storage silo (c. 28 sq.m. in area, 260 cubic metre capacity, maximum height 14.7m); 

and the re-organisation of surface storage, circulation and car parking areas – 

including new internal fencing and access gates, and associated development works 

within the WOP Station site; 

iv. the development of additional landfill capacity (c. 929,200 cubic metres over an area of 

c. 173,130 sq.m.) at the existing dedicated ADF, to facilitate the disposal of an 

additional c. 880,000 tonnes of ash from the WOP Station, and associated ancillary 

development on that site including a new leachate lagoon (surface area c. 1,400 sq.m, 

storage capacity 4,500 cubic metres) and associated boundary treatment.  

The Planning Application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) which complies with the EU (Planning and Development) EIA Regulations 2018 (S.I. 

296 of 2018) (formerly referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement) and a Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

WOP Station and the associated Ash Disposal Facility, are licenced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency under an Industrial Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0611-02].  The proposed 

development will require a review of that IE licence.  
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An electronic copy of the application and associated documentation are enclosed for your 

information. The application may also be viewed or downloaded at the stand-alone project 

website: www.westoffalypower.ie and on the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb2

06e7e5f84b71f1 

A hard copy of the documentation can also be provided on request. 

You are advised that the An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) may in respect of the application for 

permission decide to:  

(a) (i) grant the permission, or 

(ii) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in its decision 

and grant permission in respect of the proposed development as so modified, or 

(iii) grant permission in respect of part of the proposed development (with or without 

specified modifications of the foregoing kind),  

and any of the above decisions may be subject to or without conditions, 

(b) refuse to grant the permission. 

Submissions or observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1 relating to: 

i. the implications for proper planning and sustainable development,

ii. the likely effects on the environment; and

iii. the likely effects on a European site,

if the proposed development is carried out. 

Any submissions/observations must be received by the Board no later than 5.30 pm on Friday 

1st February 2019 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Is mise le meas, 

Helen O’Keeffe,  

Senior Planner, ESB International, Agent on behalf of the Applicant, ESB 

Encl. Electronic Copy of Planning Application Documentation 

http://www.westoffalypower.ie/
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